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ADbVERTISEMEVTr. 


As the Author was oblige to leave Bnrevos. 
before tbe following sheets were printed, 
some errata have occurred which it was n- 
Porsible for the Printer 10 corre. The 
whole was with much difficutty executed” 
with common types ; as if was thought * 
dent to defer casting types of a el , 
| till the continents of the public en he” 
known with respect to the plan in general. 
Teachers are requested to consider the inatries 


tions, page 25, not as positive precepts, bus 
as an account of a method which the Author 


ADVERTISEMENT, | 


will adapt means to the circumstances before 
bim — for instance, it is not necessary that 
. child#en sbould read all the syllables from 
page 8 to page 36, a few in each page will : 
| Suffice; but some, bowever, of what, from 
page 28 to page 36 are called (per baps im- | 
| properly) double and treble consonants, must 
be made familiar to the pupil. 
All the words that are contained in the. 
little Story at the end of the book, are pre- 
| viously to be met with in the preceding pages. 
Early lessons for children, marked according 
to the following alþbapet, will be publiched, 
F this method Seems to be approved of. In 
the mean time, whoever has the patience to ; 
read the RATIONAL PRIMER, will find Tx: 
very easy task to mark Mrs. Barbauld's . 
excellent lessons with a pen. When two or 
three of those little volumes havg been read ; 


Fan 


twice or thrice with . they sbould tben 


| ADVERTISEMENT. 3 

be. read without marks, and the tutor will 
find the passage from one mode to the ot ber 
sufficiently easy to the pupil. After a little 
time, the constant obliteration of the final e, os | 
| may be pointed out to the child, and the | 
mark of obliteration may be then omitted. 

| Since this Book was printed, Mrs, Teach- | 
wells Spelling - Book bas fallen into the | 
Author's hands, Had be Seen it Sooner, be 
would have availed himself of the excellent 
arrangement which sbe bas followed 8 
indeed the whole book sbews accurate kn 
ledge of the subject, and the 2 containd.. 
good sense, conveyed in good writing. 7 --If 
this Primer sbould fall into the bands of 
Mrs. Teachwell, the Author would esteem it 
as a great favour if sbe, or any of ber intel- 

| ligent friends, would try his method, and 
acquaint him with "we result of ber erpe· 
rience. 
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ERRATA 


| # { 
| Page Line  InTropucriON, 


30—10 for page 4, read page 7. 
—15 for ae read ac. 
-  Primen. 
7—15 the laſt 3 put a dot over and under a, 
in qua. 


21 — 1 for hee, read har: 


37—12 put a dot over s, in the words his and hers. 


39 6 put a mark of obliteration under e in above. 


45— 5 the dot over o, in Grandmother, should be 
put under o. | 
— 7 there ſhonld be no dot over e in mother and 
brother. | 
— 9 put a dot under © in acquaimtance. 
49— 2 put a dot over the laft e in ſentences. 
53— 4 put a dot over e in neck. 
— 5 put a dot over the o in ſtomach. 
29 inſtead of two dots over i in ſhirt, put one 
dot below. 
35— 4-5-6-7-8 put dots over the final s in the words 
ending in s. 
Tne letter i with two dots over, is every where too far 
diſtant from the Wer that e it. - 
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Tus u thoughts of obe bind may be. 
conveyed. to another by characters, | 
which refer either directly to | the 
thoughts themſelves, or to the words 
with which they have been previouſly. 
aſſociated. The latter is the object 

of alphabetical writing, and to accom- 
pliſh this purpoſe the moſt effectually, 
every charaQer ſhould repreſent ſome 
preciſe oral found, ſo that the eye and 
} . A 


(2) 


4 the ear nd have Aa ready commu- . 
nication with each other, free from 
doubt or heſitation. How little this 
has been attended to in the formation 5 
of our alphabet, will appear upon a 
| flight examination. -Aſk an intelli- | 
gent child, who has perfealy learnt 
his letters, to read the ee fim- _ 
ple words —- 7 
«I wonder why youds: not love to 
„„ | 
In the ſecond * of this ay ſen- 
tence, the child is puzzled by the 
| letter o in wonder, for o has no leſs : 
1 War * Arent ſounds, as ® 


7: 


„ There fs anther PR of o which 1 ben | 
e avoid confuſion, | ; 1 5 


Bone, on; Love, and move; and it is:: 
probable that the bewildered pupil | 

may not, upon the firſt trial, hit upon 

the right ſound. But let us ſuppoſe 0 

that he gets happily through the 

word wonder, he will infallibly ſtum- 
ble at the little monoſyllables do and - 

x07, for im theſe the letter o bath two 

new ſounds, FRA be bath no rule to- 

direct his choice, fo that it is no won. 

der if Be does noi love to read. EK 

- "NE I wonder why „the letter y | 
comes to the poor child! in a queſtion- 

able ſhape, whether to call it e, as in 

n very, or i, as in try, or y, as in you. 

As for the ſilent « at the end ß 

the word you, he knows not what io 
make of it; for the letter 4 has no- 
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2 I wonder why you do not lore to" 
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leſs 3 five ſeparate lk as in 
pure, buſy, fun, and full, be beſides the 


. privilege of remaining, in certain e 
; fituations, and i in certain , | 


abſolutely ſilent. 
This capricious e of our let · 
ters, ſometimes at the head, ſome- : 


times i in the middle, and ſometimes 7 
at the foot of the company, is unac- 
; countable to the young obſerver ; be 

hbleſitates with prudent anxiety when- 
ever be meets with theſe doubtful _ 
25 charaQers, and. it i is long before he 7 


learns i in what circumſtances be may 


preſume to notice, andi in what com- 


pany he muſt forbear to recognize 


4 bs @; „ 
og” 


| 6 5 TY 
3 8 « Come go on, aud the aan 


5 ſurely i is a very caſy word' 


But in this very eaſy 0 there 
are two letters, which have between 
them ten different ſounds; e five 
ſounds, as as in the words me, net, ber, 
where, and yes: —a five founds, as 
in fate, fat, far, fall, and ſaid. + 
granting that the child r remembers ; 
this decade of ſounds, how is he to 
chuſe from among n 9 which 
belong to the word read. : 
8 Leave out the a, Dunce 17 cries 
the exaſperated tutor, © and ſee if you, 
can find. out what word it makes 
then. — EL | ET 
Ln Still the dg child, e ; 
h being a dunes, bay the chance of | 


* * 
— 2 * 
a ( 6 / 5 


blunderin g ; for after leaving out the 


a, he knows not 11 he fhould not 


call the word red. 


But let us ſuppoſe tbat be bas 
maſtered the vowels, he will have a 
| few difficulties to encounter among 5 


the conſonants.” 
« Ceaſe, ceaſe thou cruel ocean!“ 


Beſbre this line can be read, the s 
| pupil muſt be intimately acquainted. Fo 
_ Y the triple character of our letter 


In Ceaſe, he muſt. pronounce it 


. . 5; in cruel, like E: andin oceans | 


like /o 
The difference teen ſoſt 2 and 


hard g, will not be ſo obvious to our 
perplexed ſcholar as it is to our inge- 
nious lexicographers: and he has 


7 


an) 


Forks; to learn the powers and privi- 
leges of the letters s, x, and t, and 
more eſpecially of the e fi nal, which 
notwithſlanding its filent humility, 
has no inconſiderable ſhare of power, 
determining at pleaſure the fate of 


others, without pretending to oy 155 | 


- public character of its own. 


Beſides the defects and — e 
of our alphabet, our ſpelling is en- : 

_ cummbered with a capricious and un- 
couth redundancy of letters. In 


ſome words, the letters which are w 


ſilent exceed in number thoſe which 
-are pronounced, as in the word agb 5 
in whieb, of ſive letters, 2285 are 
ſuperfluous! VVV 
It is the . of the RATIONAL : 


* 


— 


5 "ACP, 
Fin to remove theſe difficulties, 


which are felt by parents and pre- 
-  ceptors in the firſt ſteps of infant 5 


inſtruction. For this purpoſe means 
e een 
| - Firſt—to diſtinguiſh the differeint 
ſounds of the: ſame letter CY earn 
marks, and 
Secondiy— to point out clearly and | 
 inftantly to the eye ſuch letters' as are 
ſuperfluous. | OT, 5 ; 
5 Many have attempted to accom- 
pliſh theſe purpoſes. by altering the 
forms of the letters of the alphabet, 
by retrenching ſome and adding 


_ others; and ſeveral of theſe ſchemes 


may be ſeen in the preface to 8 ; 
| ſon's diRionary; 1 where ad author 85 


0 


: juſtly exclaims— Who can hope to ; g 
„ prevail on nations to change their 
= practice, and to make all their old 
0 books. uſeleſs; or what advantage | 
N would a new orthography procure, | 
5 equivalent to the confuſion and 
cc 1 of ſuch an alteration 3 
In the preface to Johnſon' 3 diction- 
| ary, the reader may find, a ſpecimen | | 
| of one of theſe reformed. — 9 M 
and he may have an opportunity o 


| comparing its groteſque POE Ig 


| with the fimple | mode of producing 

: the deſired effect, which bas "Ro. 

: adopted i in the following pages. 

It is ſaid that  Chilperic, King of. 

France, iſſued an edit to oblige all 

teachers to 5 five of the Greek let. 
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1 10 * | 
ters to the 8 alphabet; but bis 


edit was totally ineffect ual. W arned 


by theſe failures of Kings and Philaſo- 


G phers, I haye left our alphabet and 


aur orthography unchanged ; I have 
added nothing but a few ſlight points 
or dots to the reſpeQive letters which 


require diſerimination. Beneath ſuch 


letters as are mute, I have ſubjoined 
a mark to denote their ſilence. Fi- 


| gures bave been employed for the 


former purpoſe, by Sheridan, Kenrick. 
and Walker; they are undoubtedly 


as effectual as the marks which I 


have employed ; they ſeem, however, 


to encumber and confuſe the page 
more than dots, and for the purpoſe = 


(a4 10 1 55 


W are N the henbio notation i 
muſt be taught before the alphabet. 


As to the originality of the inven- 


tion—a circumſtance, which indeed . 
concerns the public: but little—I lay - 5 
claim to it. 1 never had ſeen any 
thing fimilar to my method, when 1 
firſt applied it to teach my children 


in 1775, though Kenrick's dictionary 


es publiſhed i To (re Wines \ 


The mark of obliteration, employed 


to point out ſuch letters as are ſilent, 


has not, to my knowledge, been em- 


ployed in any form by auy other per- 


ſon. But whilſt I deprecate the charge 


of plagiariſm, I acknowledge great 
obligations to Mr. Walker's diction- 
5 ary—a work  abounding with excellent - | 
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nnn upon our e full 5 
of candour and good ſenſe, and free 


from pedantry and affectation. Since 
it has fallen into my bands 1 have 7 


| added two more diſtinguiſhing marks : 2 
to my vocabulary; and were I not 


afraid of alarming teachers by too 
much nicety, I ſhould add two or three 


more. 


To make my primer and as 
much as poſſible with that uſeful work, 


I have changed the examples in my ; 


alphabet from what I have publiſhed 


in Practical Education, page 45, to 
| thoſe which have been choſen by Mr. 


Walker; and allowing for thoſe pro- 4 
longed and middle ſounds, which - IONS 


Dave not ventured | in this firſt attempt EE 


(8) 


o peclſy, the only Engliſh words, 
which! I know of, that are Arong ex- 

a ceptions to the general arrangement, | 

| and a few other words that have been 

adopted from the French, are enume- 
rated in the laſt page of the Primer: 

and in this book, and in ſome others 
which will ſoon be publiſhed, all theſe : 
| exceptions are numbered as in Wel- 
ker, to whom by theſe means the 
e is enabled to refer. e * 8 

Dr. Franklin, who. thought with 

e good ſenſe upon the greateſt, 
and upon the moſt minute ſubjeQs, . 
bas obſerytd, that the mark of inten- 
 pomution; which we place at the end 

of a ſentence to direct the reader, can 

be ſerviceable only to thoſe who are 
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3 os 


: F 4 | 
able to. glance their eyes to the end 


ä of a ſentence, without interrupting 
their attention. To children it points 
out the way when it is too late. The 


marks, obviate this inconvenience, 


and I have adopted their improve- 
ment. A mark of interrogation re- 
verſed is prefixed to the ſentence, and 


our mark of interrogation is alſo 


Placed at the end of it. 


J have alſo purſued an ide which ; 


i was ſuggeſted by Wilkins, with reſ- 


pect to irony. Children, in particular 
thoſe who are well educated, take 


every thing which they read, in its 


direct and obvious ſenſe; whoever 


attends to this circumſtance will be 


— 


(1 * 
readily convinced 6f the fact. —To 
point out what is ironical, 'T prefix + a 
mark of admiration with two. dots 

underneath it. TO 
With reſpect to abcett, it t would 
undoubtedly be advantageous that 
every word in the firſt books for chil- 
dren ſhould be accented, Teachers 
directed in this manner, would in 
every part of the Kingdom teach the 

ſame pronunciation : : but the reaſons © 
which prevented me from multiplying 
the diſcriminating marks of vowels, 
reſtrain me with reſpect to accent. A 
_ firſt attempt ſhould be as fimple as 


poſſible; the page ſhould be defaced: 
no more than is abſolutely neceſſary ; 
and as every preceptor may, without 
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5 . 8 add with a pen ſuch 

| points as he thinks convenient, no = 
: conſiderable i inaccuracies will ariſe. ; - 

If ever the public ſhould call for a 5 

ſecond edition of this Primer, I pro- 


poſe. to enter more minutely Into the 5 


nice differences of pronunciation, and 


to mark them by appropriate ſigns. | 
In the mean time 1 can honeſtly, and 5 
with confidence, offer to attentive pa- i 
rents the following pages, as the re- 


folt of twenty years ſucceſsful expe- 


The Cloning 3s note of the laſt ex- 


, periment tried by the author, was kept | 


by a lady in bis family. . 
June 12th 1797. W—, when 


— be was about three years and five 


(99. WS bo 


1 n old, began to ee his * 


ters. Moſt days be was taught from, 


_ © two to five minutes. On the 12th 


of October, he read“ Here is a 
„ raiſin ” —which words his father 
8 printed for him upon a piece of 
paper, in which a raiſin was folded 
..& « up. The minutes, added together 
from the time he began to learn bis 
8 letters, till he made out the above 
N ſentence, were about eight hours.“ 
This day, Jan. 12th 1798, be can 
diecypber any ſentence in the Engliſh 
language, and he can read with toler- 
able fluency any of the pages in this 
little volume. He has applied at an 
| average each day about four minutes. 4 

Whether a child learns to read in ten 


/ 


— 


9 8 


| x 18 5 1 
ne hours, is of no mer 
conſequence ; but the author can 
| affert that his experiment has ſue- 
ceeded in a point of "TOM moment in EL 


1 2 * 4 2 
i 4 


education. 
_ His little ſcholar tigs, at the age of 
four years, become fond of reading, ; 
and defirous to improve himſelf in 
every thing, and what is till more 
eſſential, he ſeels himſelf repaid ſor 
his labor by the reward of ſucceſs. 
5 Without endeavouring to prevail 
on nations to change their practice, 


| and to make all their old books uſe- | 


| lefs, we may perhaps with ſome rea- 
ſonable hopes of ſucceſs, venture to 
propoſe this fimple improvement in 
the laborious, the tedious art of learn- 


% 
ing to read: an improvement which 
may ſave many weary hours, and 
many miſerable days to the impatient 
ſcholar, and more impatient preceptor. 


Few children, in the common mode 


of inſtruction, get through their 


primers, or their y- pben- ed ſpelling | 
books, without Gghs and tears the 
tears may be © forgot as ſoon as ſhed,” | 
but the melancholy impreſſion re- 8 


mains, and the early aſſociation off 


pain with learning, is not very favor- 


able to the progreſs of literature. 


66 


All ſenſible and humane parents 


muſt with to prevent the unneceſſary 

eyils of childhood, and they will look 

Vith a friendly eye upon an attempt 
to form a Rational Primer. 


Eat ee IN nee. —— et Sn 
Ly 
* +» 
4 - 


Fame cannot be the object of o one 5 


| 5 enters the liſts with Dyke and 
| Dilworth. The writer of the follow _ 
ing little book had a better, if not a = 


higher motive than the love of fame— 


; the hope of being uſeful. About 


500,000 children, we may calculate, 


| are annually employed in England i in 

= learning the firſt rudiments of litera- 
| ture; and if but one-tenth of this 
| little multitude could be ſaved from 

1 8 unmerited ſhame and woe,—if among : 
_ thoſe, who in books of © pellucid horn 


conn their taſks with mickle care,” * 


N be could ſave ten urchins from ſore. 


diſpleaſure,” the author of this Read- | 


"WP really made eaſy” would feel bier 


| * Shenſtone' — : i 


(4), 


far b fally rewarded: for bis humble 15 185 
labors.—Labours he may preſi ume to 
call them, for if it be a tedious taſk to | 

_ compile the works of others, what 
muſt be the drudgery of him, who is 
doomed to the mere compilation of | 
ſyllables and compariſon of ſounds.” 

: After his moſt ſcrupulous reviſals, 
every tiny critic will probably detect 
new errors, and the microſcopic eye 
of childhood will diſcover prominent 
defects where he vainly fancied, that 

all was ſmooth and regular. But far 

from deprecating cenſure, be invites 
theſe young critics, and he ſhall 15 | 
think himſelf bappy if his works are | 

ſl ubmitted to their“ 0 *ſharpened eyes.” N 


Mrs,Parbaull - ol to Warrington Academy. | 


(22), 


| He rather Ames that the Rational 
Primer ſhould not be truſted to their 

hands; for he has much to fear from the 5 
| reluctance of preceptors and parents, 
to try a new TE of e to 

read.. 


* Every day to read in the 
% common way,” a timid mother will 
obſerve ; but we are not ſure that 
66, this new method will ſucceed. 1 


'There is much good ſenſe in this ob- 
_ ſervation; no prudent perſon ſhould 


ever give up a certainty for an uncer- 


tainty. But I offer this ſyſtem as the 
reſult of twenty years experience, and 
I have afferted, that my laſt pupil 


was taught to read in a few hours. 


„ 


(8). 


These ads have not FOI ate} 
in the ſpirit of an .empiric, who has 
a new remedy to propoſe; but 1 
thought it my duty to ſtate explicitly 
what has bgen done, It would be pre- 
ſumptuous and imprudent in an indi- 

vidual to propoſe any plan to the 

| public which had not actually been 
brought to the teſt of experience. | 
| Mothers who have not been uſed 

| to teach, will naturally be inclined to b 
follow the method by which they 
were taught themſelves, and they will 
ſcarcely attend to any ſcheme, that 


has not been tried within the circle of 
their own acquaintance. A few how- 
ever, will be found, who have felt the 
labor of former trials, and who will 


(24) 


. 
* 


gladly favor any plan' that affords ra- ä 
= tional promiſe of ſucceſs,— e 


— <——- —— RE — — — 
. — — 22 = — wo 


— A cw. 
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EE To theſe mothers 1 addreſs myſelf, 
lt | "kl I ſolicit their attention to the 
„ | following, inſtructions, which I have | 
=: endeavoured: to make as clear aud : 
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Before we ſow the ſeed we prepare 
| the ſoil; and before we begin to teach 
we ſhould prepare the mind to receive LL 
inſtruction, aft Wh „„ 
Engage the attention of your 1 
a aud all your difficulties yaniſh; but 
unfortunately children are often-ren- 
dered incapable of application even . 
in the nurſery by the abſurd habits | 
and miſtaken kindneſs of thoſe, to | 
whom they are entruſted.” That eager : 
attention which may be n in 


. 8 


(26) 


5 150 long before they can n articulate, - 
is often diſtracted by the officious 
| interference of the nurſe. This error 


has been condemned in © Practical 
Education ;” I ſhall not therefore re- 


peat what has been already ſubmitted 


to the public ; it is ſufficient for my 
preſent purpoſe, to recommend a 


contrary practice. Let children pur- 
ſue their own occupations without 


being moleſted; let them gratiſy their 
curioſity whenever it is awakened, and 
let your ſympathy, as far as it is poſſi- 
ble, be intereſted in what e 


5 their attention. 4 


Children ſoon turn from one objec 
to another, not from fickleneſs, but 
from the narrow extent of their ex- 


RJ (2) 
perience; they perceive by the eye 
2 nothing beyond the ſurface, which is 


next to them; by the touch they | 
learn, whether a body is rough or 


|  finooth, hard or ſoft, but having no 


words or ſigns to affiſt them in claſ- 
ſing the knowledge, which. they ac- 
quire, means of compariſon are 


wanting, and every thing is to them 
merely individual. When their un- 


derſtandings begin to generalize facts, 2 
they may obtain much affiſtance from 
' thoſe, with whom they live: this 
affiftance, if judiciouſly beſtowed, = 
forms a link of ſtrong dependatice ; 
andi if the influence which is thus ac- 
quired be not abaſed, it may be em- 
; ployed with increaſing advantage, in 
every ſucceeding ſep of education. 


(4) 


If a child perceives that his matter 85 
33 with his little joys and 
that ſhe frequently promotes his 
wiſhes inſtead of inſiſting that his 
vill ſhould. always follow her injunc- 
tions be may in his turn dee be 
led to what ſhe deſires . 
In a large family, * wakes : 
every thing eaſy ; a child of three or 
ſour years old, who hears one of the 
family reading, and who ſees that 
every body is entertained, takes up a 
| book, and with an air of much atten- 
tion, endeavours in unmeaning ſounds 
to imitate his brothers and ſiſters. 
This is the moment to give your firſt 
leſſons: let him be accuſtomed to 
Tout the anne of the five vowels 


(9) 


without book, and'to combine wem 

vith ſingle conſonants. It is not 
neceſſary, that he ſhould learn the 
common names of the conſonants, f 

for reaſons which I have elſewhere 
detailed; but if teaching without ; 

uſing the names of the letters ſhould 
appear awkward, it will be of no efſen- 

tial diſadvantage to teach the names 

5 of the conſonants, provided, that the 
child be made to diſtinguiſh . e 

| ſounds of the letters from their names. 
Empyriciſm always preſcribes ſome 
preciſe method of performing the 
Wonders which it promiſes ; what is 
founded on juſt principles requires 


None of theſe little arts. You may 
now begin to teach bim the printed + 


(30) 


vowels. To preſerve the primer from 


immediate deſtruction, cut out the firſt. 
and ſecond leaves, which are dupli- 
cates of the alphabet, and dividing. 
the leaves with the ſciflars where the 
lines direct, tgach one letter at a time 
till the five common yowels are be- 
come familiar to your pupil's eye. 
Let him now be taught all the conſo- 
nants combined with , as in page 4. 
Then all of them combined with e, 
and ſo on with i, o. u, and . But 
do not yet teach him to pronounce a, 
before any of the conſonants, as ab, 
ae, &e. becauſe in theſe ſyllables the 
ſound of 2 changes from what it was 
in ba, ca, &c. Proceed to teach” 
him the different ſounds of each of 


(31) 
the vowels, as marked by points or 
dots, and as they are deſcribed at the 
top of each page by words, to which 
they refer. Let him afterwards com- 
bine all theſe vowels with the conſo- 
nants, and then reverſe the order of 
the vowels and conſonants, as bus 
a b, ac, e. ba, & a, he? 
But here let me earneſtly catrent, 
my reader not to be alarmed, and not 
to think it waneceſſary that /be (for 1 * 
fill addreſs myſelf to mothers) ſhould 
previouſly ſtudy and get by heart the 
numerous marks which are affixed to 
the vowels, page 2. It is by no means 


requiſite, that ſhe ſhould become ac- 
quainted with all the diſtinguiſhing 
marks of the vowels and conſonants, 


0 32 1 
and all their ſounds, Infor: theſe leſ- 
| ſons commence, . Nothing more is - 
required, than that the teacher ſhould 


form a diſtin notion of one addi- | 
tional found at a time, as for inſtance, © 


the ſound a in fat, which the ear 


inſtantly perceives to be different from 


that of a in face, Firſt lay aſide the 


ſound of V at remains ; from at with- 
draw 7, and the preciſe ſound of a 

marked with a point or dot above it 
is obtained. This character is no 
longer to be confidered as the com- 
mon vowel a, nor is it to be called by 
the name given in England to the 
firſt vowel in the alphabet; it muſt 
be uniformly. called by the name a — 
a with one point or dot below, and 


( 33 . 
uns above it, is to be mat | 
as in all, and to be called aw; fo that 
in fact theſe three letters are not to 
be conſidered as different modifica- : 
tions of the common a, but as three 
different vowels: and this may readily 
be admitted when we refle& that a 
in mare, and ein where, have a per- 
fa reſemblance, whereas the ſound 
of à as (aw) is as different from that of |, \ 
a, as it is from that of o. 4 


Thus it appears that there are wen- 
ty-two characters which repreſent the 
vowels, (beſides ſix dipthongs), though 
there are in reality but fifteen or ſix- 

teen different ſounds of vowels and 
dipthongs in the alphabet. 

When the conſonants have been 


„ ) 
Sad with all the different vowels, 
and with the dipthongs, it will be 
time to attend to the few variations 
that occur among the conſonants : 
the three ſounds of c, as in card, city, 
and ocean—of g, in go, and age—of 
s, in ſun, and has, and in the termi- 
nation fon—of f, in at, and in nation 
Hand of x, in excellent, and example. 
Teachers ioſenfibly, and with. the 
application of only three or four mi- 
nutes every day whilſt they are actually 
teaching their pupils, will acquire a 
perfect knowledge of all theſe ſounds, 
aud of the marks which repreſent 
them; and if ſhort and regular le: 
| ſons are continued for a very few 
weeks, a child of common capacity 


(35). 


will be able to. diftinguiſh and: pro» | 
nounce all the ſiwple ſyllables in the. 
language. The ſyllables containing 
double and treble: conſonants, as tba, 
No, ſhe, &c. require very little time 
a fortnight. is ſufficient, for them all. 
It may be obſerved, that I claſs pb, ih, | 
, >, wh, as double conſonants, . 
becauſe their ſounds, when com- 5 
pounded, do not reſemble their con- 
ſtituent parts; whereas pl, fr, Ar, &c. 
are only combinations of ſeparate 
ſounds, which are not loſt or much 
changed in compoſition.— bes aj 
"Gb, I alſo; claſs as a diſtin _ ' 
found, becauſe it cannot be farmed 
by. the joint pronunciation of the 
| letters of which it is compoſed. 


(a6) 


It wil alſo be in dh (though 


85 not eſſential) to confider fon, lion, 
5 tous, eous, as entire ſounds. 


The mark of obliteration, : which 


points out what letters are mute in 
words, is the next thing to be con- 
| ſidered. Though our pupil can pro- 


nounce every combination of letters 
in the language, it will be in vain 


for him to attempt to read till he 


knows what letters are not to be pro- 
nounced. A perpendicular ſtroke 
under a letter, points out that it is to 


be omitted, as in eight, igb are ſilent, 


and only e Weg as in ie 
and 7 are ſounded. | 
Twenty years ago, when I firſt ; ha 


plied this mark in teaching to read, 1 


(37) 
feared that it would take a conſider- 
able time to make the learner expert 

in the uſe of it. I was ſurpriſed to 
find that one leſſon Was ſufficient, | 
chat its uſe was immediately under- 
| ſtood, and never forgotten; and I 
have found in every ſubſequent trial, 
| that children readily adopt this con- ; 
venient abreviation of their labor. Re 
Me now initiate our pupils i in read- | 
ing detached words. The few which 
have been ſeleed, are ſuch as recur | 
moſt - frequently ; 1 and they ſhould 
be rendered perſectiy familiar to the 5 
eye of the child, ſo as to be known | 
at fight. - | 
The little ſtory which follows 1 may 
next be attempted—half a page at a 


(3) 


e and a it has been read 
twice with marks, the oppoſite fide o 
the book may be uſed, and by refer- 
ring to the marked page, which is 
familiar, the child will oon read | 
without affiſtance. | 

© Other little volumes > panel in the 

ume manner ſhould be read, firſt 
with points, and then without them ;_ 
and afterwards, any books which the 
teacher chuſes may be employed, in 
which new words may be marked 
with a pen. It ſhould be obſerved, n : 
that. no one reads fluently till he bas 
almoſt all the words in the language 
by beart, at leaſt till they are become 
„ fo familiar to his eye, that he recog- 
niſes them at firſt fight, without diſ. 


(39) 


| die PREY, particular 8 
Children, who ſoon become impa- 
tient of the labor of ſpelling every 
Word as they go on, quickly attempt 
to read lagogrupbically, and in this | 
ambition they ſhould . * 
couraged. | 
With reſpect to pelling if tbe 


child be accuſtomed to remark the 
letters to which the mark of oblitera- I 


tion is ſubjoined, many of the diffi- 
cult words of the language will be 
painted i in his memory, I ſhall how- 
ever, if the public ſhould ſeem to 


| require it, compile a ſpelling-book. 

It ſhould be obſerved, that by this 
manner of accenting letters, children 
might early be taught to read 
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| CONSON ANT 8, 
Which have - more than one ous 


Ys 2 deen * 
8 45 in _ ſounded like j. 


8 asin h 0 - ſounded. like 2, 
as in 3 ſounded lile sh, 5 
as in nation, ſounded lite sh, 
C, ©; 8. 8 ; s, . t, N We 
TWO LETTERS, | 
Which have more than one TY ound. 


ch as in Chriſt, , founded lhe k, 


ch as in chair, 


ch as in the Scotch . loch. 
gb as in cough, ſounded like * 


ph as in phyſic, 


. Il as in the Welsh, Lloyd, 
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N ch as in think, 95 e 
| th « as in chem, 
| LETTERS, 1 
! Which altogether male but one ſound, 


ble as in "able, 
Cre as in Acre. e 


© LETTERS, | 

: Which 7 Ve; ſounds ; in French, Tralian, . \ 

and  Spaniſl , dt ifferent from cel ; 
Fe Hugllſb. pe : 

as in the French va, 

as in Italian cibo, like ch, 
as. in Spaniſh Gil Blas, 

45 in Spaniſh Efpana, lite gn, 

as in Spaniſh Ximenes, © 

dre as in French poudre. 
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cream ewer, bread * butter, 1 5 
cake. a : OR 


Head, Pb 1 forchaad,: eye, 3b 
eye-brow, K eyc-lid, | eye. all , 


ear, noſe, noſtr il, check, 
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4 55 
Pb as 5 
* 


| WORDS. 


mouth, Tip, teeth, tongue, 


ch in, throat, neck, breaſt, c 
5 ſhoulder, ſtomich, _ rm, 5 
| elbow, wriſt, händ. 1 
fi inger, nail, knee, leg, | 
ankle, foot, toe. 


"4 >» *: * 3 9 4 * 
; ; } 


Shirt, ſtock ings, trowsers, 
ſhoes, bir ippers, boots, 

5 coat, waiſt-coat, gown, i 

: pett icoat, pron ſaſn, 


hand-kerchief, cp, hat, 


e 1 


WORDS. 


car, noſe, ao: 3 : 
mouth, bp, | teeth, tongue, | 
| chin, throat, | neck, breaſt, 5 
ſhoulder, ſtomach, . 
elbow, wriſt, hand, thumb, 5 
finger, nail, knee, leg. 5 
ankle, 05 toe. ee 
FTT 
* FE Shin, F 'trowſers 
| ſhoes, flippers, boots, 4 
coat, waiſt-coat, gown, 
1 petticoat, apron, faſh, 
 hand-kerchief, cap. bat, 


| bonnet, ores, cloak; wf, . 


* a 
e e 
5 x N 


The eye ſees, the, ear hears, 


4 


the node ; ſmells, the mouth 
taſtes, the teeth. chew, "the 
1 tongue ſpeaks, the throat 
| ſwallows, the hands work, 


and draw, ind hold, and make 


with tools à a great. number” of 
different Wu 1 onda 
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WORDS. 


tippet. 


— 


The eye ſees, the ear hears, 

the noſe ſmells, the mouth 
taſtes, the teeth chew, the 

tongue ſpeaks, the throat 
ſwallows, the hands work, 
and draw, and hold, and make 
0 with tools a great number of 


bonnet, gloves, cloak, muff, 


different things. 


(57 ) 
WORDS. | 


92 Bith, piece, glad, 
| Cliphim, poſt, high, 
Fanny, pr ĩmrose, large, 
Lenden, roads, left, 
5 many, ſounds, little, 


anſwer, ſtrawberr'1es, many, 
boards, ſummer, other, 

breadth, ſupper, night, 
flowers, viglets ripe, 
| flowerpot, watch, ſhady, 

=, wad, ſorry, 
hedges, weod, firaight, 


home, another, ſweet, 


minutes, either, uſeful. 
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WORDS. 


Bath, piece, 
_ Clapham, poſt, 


a 6 


. glad, ; 


high, 


| London, reads, ; 


lift, 
little, 


— 


IN * f 


anſwer, ſtrawyberries, many, - 


| breadth, ſupper, 
, flowers, | violets, 
flowerpot,watch, 
girl, 

hedges, 


word, 
wood, 


minutes, 


either P 


night, - 
ripe, | 

ſhady, 
ſorry, 

| ſtraight 
ſweet, 


uſeful. 


other, N 


* 


” 
a. 


$ * . 
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WORDS: 


albng, cried, | having, 
only, fiſtened, runm ing, 
quite, gathered, s itt ing, 
together, learned, ſtind ing. 
very, liked, enten, 
under, leoked, found, 
where, öbſerved, ſaid, 
cdrry, paſſed, taken, 
know, painted, went, 
ſhow, = perteived, cannbt 
think, pointed, — a 
underſtänd, ſmelled, ſhould, | 
aſked, thanked, . 
clipped, waited. e 
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WORDS. 

along, cried, having, 
only, faſtened, running, 
quite, gathered, ſitting, 
together, learned, ſtanding, | 
very, liked, eaten, | 
under, looked, found, 
where, obſerved, ſaid, 
carry, paſſed, | taken, 
know, painted, went, 

| ſhew, perceived, cannot, 
think, pointed, could, 

- underſtand; ſmelled, ſhould, 
| aſked, thanked, would, 
clapped, waited. 
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The Way to my Grandmother 's. 


_ girl, whoſe name ws Mary, went out 


te walk with he fiſter Fanny. Mary 
was four years old, and Fanny was 


five years old. They wiked to a 
ſhady lane with thejr mother, and | 


they gathered the primroſes and violets 
which grew upon the bänks, wan 


der the hedges im the lane. Wen 


these little girls had gathered a5minF 
primroſes andviolets 45 they liked te 


gather, Mary ſaid, T wiſh, Miki,” 


you weuld let me carry theſe prim- 
roſes to my grandmother, for ſhe 


(663) 


. imd Fanny ſaid, | 
Bo may I carry: thele violets to 
my grandmother, for {he loves swiolets? 
M ders, anfiyered theirmother, you 
may carry eff flowers to yeyr grand- 
mother, if exther of yen cam find the 
way te her houſe . I ill walk aleng 
with you, but Iwill not ſhew you 
the way, Mary fajd, I think Ino 
the way ; and Fanyy fad. I think 1 
cantind gut the way. Theyranon till 
they came te the end of the lane, 
They ſpy at the end of the lane three 


| roads; one of theſe roads was on 


their left hand, mother of them was 
on ther right hand, and the other 
road was ftraight before lem 
Mary ad, Siſter, do ven! ow 
Which of theſe OW 18 men road which 
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we ſhend go p. No. 00e Tang, 1 4 FR 
net kno... Both thele little: girls 
Ropd fil}, and men were very forfy 
that they did not know the right road 
hejr mother wasfittimg upon abink 
near to the place Where they were 
atone” and ſhe ſaid, I will fit hery 


and wajt ten miniites; if in that time LE 


You. can find out Which road you 
ſhould go, Lwill go with you to your 
grandmother's, ER if you cant 
find out the ri ightrozdin ten minutes, 
I will not take you te your grand- 
mother's this evening. | When thew | 
mother had ſad this, ſhe to K out 
her watch and legked at it. It was 
fix 6'clock, and Fanny pointed te the 
Place where ſhe {ajd that the longeſt 
händ of the wach would be when it 


9 


was ten miniites after fix. She knen 
that the longeft hind ſhewed the nni- 
unge. And Mary ſaid, Mamma. my 
hands, are very hot, aud I am afraid 
mu my primroſes will logn be wither- 
d. if Thold them longer 1 in my hot 
| hands. May Thay them down ypoen 
the bank, whilſt 1 think about theſe | 
roads, and d thar . 
they ave not blown away? Les my 
dear, fad her mother: then Mary 


- laid down. her Primroses upon the 


bank, and Fanny did the 0 ſame with 


+ her violets. 


1 de not know how Wwe tha find 8 
out the ropd 16. my grimdmeiher's, | 
fajd Mary. | I cannot fee my grand. 
mamA's houſe PRI this place. 'F will 
1 ws Shs to the left hand, 


0666) b 
ind try if can then ſee grandmama's 
houſe; | - Maryran along the road te 
the left hand, ind whilft ſhe was gone 
Fanny obſerved that there was 4 bich 
poſt ner her, with boards faſténed 
upon it, towards the up of it. * 
of theſe boards Pointed te the road 
which was on the left hand, wo 5 
pointed te the road on we right hand. 
and another pœintèd te the road which 
was ſtraight before Fanny. Fanny 
ſow that there were ſome 3 
painted in large letters upon thele 
pjeces of wegd: and Fanny eld 
read pretty well, and ſhe read the 
words that were painted upon them. 
The words that were painted upon the 
piece of board which was pointed te 
che road on the left were, To Low- 


(e 


do. e e 
dau the Piece of board which pointed 
to the road on the right were — To 
BAxH. The words which were 
painted on the, Piece of wegd which 
pointed te the Toad that was Arajght 
| before Fanny, were Ie CLAPHAM. 
as aq as Fanny had read the word 
Clapham, ſhe clapped 255 hands, 
and cried, 1 have found it ut 1 
have "ORE it gut! = - This is the road 
to Clapham, and. Grandmama lives 
at Clapham — Mary ! Mary ! come 
back! Mary came Tuning back 
quite aut of breath, and ſhe looked | 
| very ſad, for ſhe 1ajd that the could 
no6t- ſee her grandmother's houſe from 
the place where ſhe had been. But 
F anny told her that ſhe had faund 


(68) 
the rightrogd ; and Mary: alked her 
how ſhe found this out. - Tread hole 
words ſajd Fanny, pointing te the 
words thar werf pajuted on the pjecy 
6f board near the top of the poſt. 
1 itfle Mary logked UP, but as the 
had not yet learned.to read, the did 
not ynderftand the words; ſhe knew 
; only the ſounds of the letters, but did 
not know how te put them together. 
She now Perceived that 1 it was uſeful 
ts know how to read. I am Ala 
Fanny, {aid ſhe, that you could couldread, 
for ngw we may run on tomy Rand- 
mother s. Fanny logked at her mo- 
_ ther 8. watch, and ſaw that it was 
only eight miniites paſt fix. And 
Fanny and Mary thanked their man- 
mä for having waited for them eien 
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mniniites, and for having bene of > 
_ they flenrers. Then they rogk yp 
their primroſes and violets, and they 


went. 6n with their mother to their . 


grandmother” 8 houſe, and the EY gave 


the primroſe: 8 and violet S to weir 
grandmama; which ſhe {aid kinelled. 


very feet, and ſhe put them. inte 


her flowerpöt, and ſhe thanked Fanny 5 : 
and Mary for gathering them för 
her. She gave thele Hule girls lome 
ripe ſtr@wberxies and ſyme cream. for 
ſupper, and when they had e aten the 
{trpybernes and cream, they went 
home with their mother. Mary 
looked up at the painted words äs the 
piſſed by the poſt, and the ſaid, It 18 
very uſe ful to know how te re ad ; 1 
wiHh Wat 1 ceuld read. 


